
Marine Mammals 



Characteristics of Marine Mammals 

ÅAll organisms in class Mammalia share 
these characteristics: 

ïThey have hair on some part of the body. 

ïThey nourish their young with milk 
provided by mammary glands. 

ïMammals are homeothermic (warm-
blooded) with a constant internal 
temperature. 

ïThe majority give birth to live young 

 (viviparous). 
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}Prominent canine teeth  
}Sea otters  
}Polar bears  
}Pinnipeds  
ƁWalruses  
ƁSeals  
ƁSea lions  
ƁFur seals  
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Pinnepeds 
ÅPinnepeds are marine mammals that have 

flippers and blubber, that need to breed on 
land.  

ÅSeals, Walruses, and Sea Lions all belong to 
this Order Carnivora. 

ÅPinnepeds live in cold water, they have a 
thick layer of blubber to keep them warm. 
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}Seals lack 
prominent ear flaps  

}Seals have smaller 
front flippers  

}Seals have fore 
flipper claws  

}Different hip 
structures  

}Different 
locomotion 
strategies  



ÅThey are mostly 
carnivores and feed on 
squid and fish. 

ÅThey have streamlined 
bodies and are 
excellent swimmers. 

 



Seals 
ÅSeals have rear flippers. 

ÅThey move forward by pulling 
themselves along the ground. 

ÅSeals do not have ear flaps. 

ÅThey are hunted for their fur 
and are protected by the 
Marine Mammal Protection 
Act of 1972. 

ÅThere are approximately 19 
species of Seals.  

ÅSeals are the largest group of 
pinnepeds. 

 



Sea Lions 
ÅAre also called Eared Seals, 

because they have external ear 

flaps, AKA ñTrue ears.ò 

ÅThey can move their rear flippers 

forward to walk. 

ÅThey are graceful and agile 

swimmers. 

ÅThese are the ñguysò that you see 

at an Aquarium doing neat tricks 

and they also work for the US 

Navy! 

ÅAt one time they were hunted for 

their fur, but are now protected by 

the MMPA of 1972. 



Walruses 
ÅHave large protruding 

tusks for digging up 
mollusks. They love to 
eat clams! 

ÅThey have stiff 
whiskers, vibrisae, for 
feeling around on the 
ocean floor. 

ÅThey are the largest 
Pinneped, weighing up 
to 2700 lbs! 




